Theoretical Framework
Intersectionality structures the main theoretical framework of this chapter, which is also infused with Black feminist theory to understand how the oppressive structures and cultures of anti-Black racism, class-based discrimination (classism) and sexism work as interlocking systems of domination in schools (Collins, 2000; Crenshaw, 2011; Evans-Winters, 2005; Evans-Winters & Esposito, 2010; Morris, 2016; Wun, 2014 ). An intersectional analysis implores us to understand interlocking systems of domination as mutually reinforcing in order to avoid overly simplistic solutions that seek to address one symptom of the underlying issue rather than understand and undermine the root causes of the dominating systems themselves.
In the construction of Black gender ideology, low-income Black women are popularly portrayed and viewed as too strong, promiscuous, or aggressive (Collins, 2000) . Attempts to surveil and regulate Black women's bodies and expressions of femininity appear as part of a political project to reinforce systems of domination (Ocen, 2012) . In schools, similar forms of regulation have been observed as Black female students are subjected to a variety of punitive disciplining practices.
Anti-Black racism has remained central to racial formation throughout U.S. history as myths of the lazy and criminal Black person persist and legitimize racist beliefs and policies (Collins, 2000; Dumas, 2016; Wun, 2014) . Black people are currently the "paradigmatic objects of racialized state repression" (Wun, 2014, p. 4) . Building on research that seeks to understand discriminatory structures through experiences of Black women (Crenshaw, 2011; Evans-Winters & Esposito, 2010; Wun, 2014) , this research helps inform our understanding of intersecting forms of oppression through the experiences of young Black women and their strategies for resistance.
Disparate Treatment of Black Girls
Black female students are often treated in punitive ways in schools by adults who do not know or understand the kinds of challenges and circumstances facing women of color (Evans-Winters & Esposito, 2010) . Stereotypes about low-income Black women inform how they are treated by adults in schools, including those who expect girls to be docile and who view Black girls' behaviors negatively as acts of defiance to dominant norms (Evans-Winters, 2005) . Jones (2010) found that Black girls in Philadelphia navigated challenging and sometimes violent settings through a variety of strategies, while having to
